COPDOCK and WASHBROOK PLAY AREAS SAFETY INSPECTION REPORT 2026
SUMMARY OF FINDINGS & RECOMMENDATIONS
	LOCATION
	RECOMMENDATION
	RISK

	Play Area, Village Hall

	Site General:
Finding: The area around the play area has eroded and may become slippery.
Action: Reinstate the eroded area.

Sign:
Finding: The sign has been attached to the metal gate with cable ties which have sharp projecting ends. 
Action: Replace with more appropriate fixing method.
Metal-bar gate:
Finding: There are projecting bolt thread(s) present.
Action:  Remove excess thread length and deburr or provide cap.
Finding: Cable ties are present and there are sharp projecting ends.
Action: Remove

Gate:
Finding: The wooden gate has openings less than 12mm that could trap or crush fingers.
Action: Provide a 12mm gap throughout the full range of motion at both sides of the gate.
Finding: The area around the gate has eroded and may become slippery.
Action: Reinstate the eroded area. 

Bench:
Finding: There are trip hazards at the edges of the surface.
Action: Reinstate surface levels to remove trip hazard.

See Saw:
Finding: There are gaps opening between the grass mat tiles.
Action: Provide additional tiles or secure/reinstate surface.
Finding: The paint is flaking off the metal work.
Action: Rub down and repaint.
1 Bay, 2 Seat:
Finding: The grass mats are silted up, the soil is compacted and the area will become very slippery when the soil is wet.
Action: Reinstate as required.
Finding: The edges of the grass mat surface are raised/lifting above the surrounding surface.
Action: Secure the edges of grass mats as per the API Code of Practice to remove the trip hazards.
Finding: There is moderate damage to the surface.
Action: Repair the damaged areas of surfacing.
Finding: There is algae or moss on the surface of the seats.
Action: Clean and treat appropriately.
Finding: The paint is flaking off the metalwork.
Action: Rub down and repaint.

Fence, Steel Mesh:
Finding The adjacent foliage is overhanging.
Action: Cut back and maintain.	
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	Play Area, Fen View

	Site General:
Finding There is no physical barrier between the road and the play area.
Action: Ensure a full and sufficient risk assessment is in place and review regularly.
Finding: There is weed/vegetation growth within the surface.
Action: Remove weed/vegetation growth.
Finding: There is a damaged and unsecured domestic football goal on site.
Action: Remove.

Litter Bin:
Finding: The post is loose in its foundations.
Action: Reinstall item to secure.

Bench:
Finding: The paintwork on this item has been damaged or worn exposing the metal underneath which is rusty/corroding.
Action: Treat affected areas and repaint.

Rope Bridge:
Finding: The paintwork has been damaged or worn exposing metal underneath which is rusting/corroding.
Action: Treat affected areas and repaint.
Finding: The connecting links fail the requirements.
Action: Replace with compliant links.
Finding: There are missing inserts creating finger entrapment/s in the framework.
Action: Replace the missing parts.

Chain Traverse:
Finding Bolt cap covers are missing or damaged on the framework.
Action: Replace missing or damaged bolt cap covers.

2-Bay:
Finding: There is moderate damage to the surface.
Action: Repair the damaged areas of surfacing.

Finding: There is algae or moss on the surface of the seats.
Action: Clean and treat appropriately.

Multi Play Junior:
Finding: Bolt cap covers are missing or damaged on the slide guard.
Action: Replace missing or damaged bolt cap covers.
Finding: There is/are fixings missing on the post.
Action: Replace all missing fixings.
Finding: A number of fixings have worked loose on the rope net.
Action: Secure all loose fixings.

Rotating Net:
Finding: The paint is flaking off the metalwork.
Action: Rub down and repaint.

Finding: There is/are steep gradients along the edges of the synthetic surface.
Action: Build up surrounding surface levels to remove trip hazard.

Free Standing Slide:
Finding: There are projecting bolt thread(s) present.
Action: Remove excess thread length and deburr or provide caps.

Finding: The paint is flaking off the metalwork.
Action: Rub down and repaint.

Roundabout:
Finding: The paint is flaking off the metalwork.
Action: Rub down and repaint.

Finding: The bearing is worn / damaged and the item is not operating correctly.
Action: Repair/replace
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Mill Lane Play Area has not been included in light of the planned upgrade improvements 2026.
